


Our grapes

CoNTINUED Front Al

The grapes, called HG01 to HG06 for now, came from one of
the top grape breeders in the world and are a eross between
Cabernet Sauvignon and other grape varieties, said Peter
Pleifer who is working with Fanesy on finding a reglonal
grape.

Last year the grapes were made into small batches of wine
al the Niagara College Teaching Winery, the only teaching

winery in Canada.
Winery and vinevard
manager Steve Gill
said they tasted great
and are worth pursu-
ing.

“It was a very good
wine. They're on to
something. "

Gill said it's a medi-
nm to full-bodied red
wine. “You get some
nice jammy charae-

WINERY OPENS

Viewpointe Estate Winery, 8
multimillion-dollar develop-
ment next to Lake Eria in
Colchester, iz expected to
openin about a month. The
winery with a retail store and
wine tasting rooms with 2 view
of the lake is a take off on the
former Mettawas Hotel in
Kingsville. Co-awner John

teristics, a little berry Fancsy said he'll have four vin-

on the nose,” he said tages for sale and plans to

recalling his taste test. hold a vintage tasting Aug. 12
Unlike the famous from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

French wine regions,

Eszex County's vineyards didn't have thousands of vears to
discover the best varieties for the area. The region lucked
out in 1998 when a research spot was needed for grapes hred
by Valentin Blattner from Switzerland.

Pfeifer of Euro Nursery and Vinevards in Harrow said
they startad with 2,800 varieties srown from seed. Over time
sorme survived better than others and by 2000, Pleifer and
Fancsy had identified six grapes they liked that are growing
in Harrow and Colchester:

In 2004, the pair started another trial with 12 varieties to
find a good white wine grape.

Unfortumately, they 1l have to fight to get the grapes recog-
nized by the VEIA. Fancsy =aid it isn't on the VQA's list of
Ontario grapes, so the wine could not be labelled VEA bt
onlyas “cellared in Canada.™

Hundreds of thousands of dollars have been spent re-
searching the varieties. Fancsy said it will be a fow yoars be-
fore the grapes are named and he’s selling wine from them.
He said he wants other local wineries to grow the varieties in
the firbure,

Plaifer said having a regional grape will help the wineries,

“The wine-growing area has just started fo grow and
we're adding another dimension to it by saying ‘0K, lel’s not
just grow the varieties everybody else in Canada is grow-
ing,"" Pfeifer said. “Let’s develop our own Eszex County
wine laste, wine style, wine character and varieties.”



